"T'd like to be something that ism't likely 1o be killed or eaten guickly Dy a human—sorme tyoe of
bird," answers British artig Matt Wilde when asked what animal would he like 1o e for a day
"And get a feeling of what it would be liketo fly’ he finishes

rue o form, the initial answer captu res Wilde's candor
wieny <h life. His work interprets . This blunt and
rationzl answer can be easilytraced 1o his upbringing.
Hzwing lived most of his life in Warrington, 2 town in
between Liverpcol and Manchester closer to the
lztter, Wikde knows 2l toowell the lifestyle znd beliefs of
residents dependent on the industrizl giznts based in the region.

Blue-colzred families do not bend lighthy 1o crestive endeswors.
Afterworking eight vearsasa plumbing and heating engineer, Wilde
tookthe plunge and enrclled into 2 university to study art. Despite
wizrnings and skepticism, Wilkde suppotted himself with warious obs
from working partHime at KEA o summers jobs as & strawberry
pi:ker to earn his Fine Arts degree in 1993 from Liverpocl John
Mcoores University.

Roughly sketched individuals drawn by charecal in front of &
colored baclkground emphasizing the natural transparency cities
possess, iz Wikde's forte, Mimicking his own struggle against the
marmentum of his emvirchment, he relays his emctions and sights in
Gharccal acmylic, crayons aswell a3 cther found objects,

To capture the energy and mowement of the resicents, he
explains his choice in charccsal "l think that the immediste lines
and scribbles in & sketch are often 2l that you need and are more
posverful than brush strokes”

In hizs maost recent exhibition beld in London of Qetober thisyear,
Wilde included portraits of himself swept 2wy with the wind whilkst
hlding on tohis painting—asit fruly happened once on hisway o
show &t John Moores, Conveniently, it simutanecusly portrays the
Lpsand downs of |ife asan arfist,

Despite strong opposing winds—acth figuratively and literally—
Wilde carried through and credits this time as truly defining his
path.

"That experience makes mermaore determin ed and more stubborn
really. From then on, ve been very strong-minded. If | hadnt gone
ool before for 8 years, Dwouldn't have that szme drive ™

In addition 1o going against the achice of family and friends
and sefffunding hisway through school, Wilde fathered his first of
three sons while attending clsses. As 2 father and fulltime artist,
he has taken oh his challenges mattercf-facthy comparable to &
rmechznic joetling with 2 difficult suspension. But # isthrough these
experiences that he inventively captures the world arcund him.

The kulk of his work focuses on the what he terms the “raf-
race” of life, displzying the masses need to earn money guickly to
spend it equzlly 5o, Hisfirst solo exhibition titled "shop till you drop™
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focuses on this particular issue; drawing Trom rendom receipts and
newspaper clippings, Wikle visually comments of how everything
Wi e Cho s recorded and docurmentedat a given point and in reletion 1o
wihat iz bought 2nd sold with crificism and dry humor all 2t once.,

It's his grounded personality spoken through his e vision to the
sights 2nd sounds around him that catehes the eye of Nick Bethey,
director of art gallery Arzu in Meanchester. Asa leading internaticnal
dallery known for s ant programs commissioned By high-profiled
compsanies, AnzZU recog nized talent straight sway.

Through - Artzu, Wilde was signed for 2 specil project
commissicohed by automobile company 1M Group to contribute
wiorks Tor its new facility, Az a rite of passage for many artists, Wilde
found himself having tocreste pieceswith aset vision. But the auteur
found solzce in the marging and constructed his independant voice
by speaking through the restrictions in his own visuzl adaptation.

Hiz falent continues o develop experimenting in new forms of
etyle and technique. His recent fall show infroduced 2 break friom
the canwas with threedimensionzl pieces, including two circuler
wiall pieces extending outwards, one containing & mokd of & city
lzndscape with the charccaled public postioned in the front and
ancther semi-cirzle featuring subswesy riders in the metro.

Hoping to ohe day showcase at Walker Ant Gallery in Liverpool,
Wikle persists despite the globel economic ofisis with steacfast
determinaticn and innovation. His works hawve
caught flight 2= he embarks on his first
internaticnzl exhikbition to ke held in Ho
Chi Minh next year.

"Its all wery new to me, it's all
quite new and good at the same
tirme. | don't reslly say no to
many  things"  comments
Wilde.

Trained i codging
increculous influendes
and externel orises, Wilde
Cleathy hastwo feet on the
ground but scars above
o sUnvive. B
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